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HOW THE PAPACY CAME TO POWER 

liy 11. IL Lehmann 

"Heme m her ,vr not, ilmi, when 1 was yn with you. I told ,v«u ihe?*e tilings? . . , Ami 
till II *t»n)l Hint wlfkwl um 1 be ivvvHk-fl whom I,lie Lunt shall consume with the spirit of 
hi* mouth. un*l ahull ilrstnij with Mir !>Hp;|](iu^y of his coining: 

"Hypo him, wIiom- romlilj; Is after the working of Sittnil with all power nnrl lying 
won tiers, 

"And with all tleteivnLienee of tinrighteoiiNiu^s in them that perish; bemuse they 
rtas'ivial not tho love of Mir truth. Mutt they might he mi veil." 

MnrJi of the Mystery of the spectacular power of the church of Home t an be ex¬ 
plained by knowing its true nature and origins. To explain fully about these 
would take more spat'e than we can afford. In two short articles, however, we hope 


to supply enough to whet the appetite of 
a satisfactory answer to alt the tfitesUons i 
the factual to the prophetical approach 
Following is the first of this series of two 

T he whole structure ot L the 

Roman Catholic church is rooted 
in the fa at that it is the I opal successor 
of the old Roman empire of the Caesars. 
By its union with the Roman State, the 
church of Rome partook of its policy— 
world conquest by force of arms. Just 
as the old Roman empire was the uni¬ 
versal dominating power of the then 
known world with its central seat of 
government in Rome, so the church of 
Rome was declared to be the universal 
church and “Mother of Christendom,” 
and the Bishop of Rome soon became 
1 Jio King of Bishops, Likewise, since 
the authority of Rome was the universal 
law of a!! nations, so the law of the 
church of Rome became the universal 
and authoritarian law for all the 
cl ii i relies o f C J i ri ste n dom, 

ROMANIZATJON OF TIFE CHRISTIAN 
CHURCH 

But the church of Rome not only 
carried forward the policy, authority 
and law of the old Roman empire; it 
also absorbed the beliefs, the ritual and 
the institutions of the religion of pagan 
Rome. Whatever may have been the 


those who want to study further to find 
nvolved. In such short articles we prefer 
to the problem of the Homan Papacy, 
articles; 

hopes to the contrary, the union of the 
church of Rome with the Roman State 
did not Christianize the State; instead 
it Romanized the Christian church, 
leaving to it in the end little more than 
the mere label of Christian. Contrary to 
the belief of most people today, the 
pagan Romans did not in effect become 
Christians after the Emperor Constan¬ 
tine proclaimed Christianity as the 
State religion of Rome. They became 
Christians in name, but incorporated 
their former officers, rites, ceremonies, 
festivals and doctrines into the church 
of Rome. With some slight changes in 
the old heathen traditions, the Christian 
religion in Rome became identical with 
the pagan religion of ancient Rome. 
Roman Catholic apologists today do not 
attempt to conceal this. They even 
boast, of the fact that Roman Catholi¬ 
cism veered away from primitive Chris¬ 
tianity and has hut only borrowed its 
dogmas, morals, laws and worship from 
pagan religions in the past, but will con¬ 
tinue to do so in the centuries to come. 
Dr. Karl Adam, Roman Catholic priest- 
professor at the University of Tueb¬ 
ingen, Germany, for instance, in his 
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authoritative Catholic work. The Spirtt 
of Catholicism , 1 frankly declarer 

“We Catholics ncknowlodgr readily, 
without any shame. nay with pH dr, 
that CntTivlfcfcm cannot be identified 
simply ami wholly with primitive Chrla- 
linnlty, nor even with the Gospel Of 
Christ, in the same way that, the great 
oak eannot. Identified with the tiny 
acorn. There is no mechanical identity, 
but on organic identity. And WC go fur¬ 
ther and sjiy that thousands of years* 
hence Catholicism will pmhnhly he 
even richrr, more luxuriant, more maul- 
Told In dogma, morals, law and wor¬ 
ship, than the Catholicism of the pres¬ 
ent day. A religious historian of the 
fifth TuillenJiim A.Ik will without tllf- 
culty discover in Catholicism concep¬ 
tions and forms and practices which 
will derive from India. Chino and 
Japan, and he will have to rccogwlyc a 
far more obvious ‘camples of oppo¬ 
sites. 1 M 

To wlitil extent the riles, beliefs, wor¬ 
ship and customs of Homan paganism 
were taken into the church of Rome 
may he seen from the following = 

1 . TJIB 'PONTIFEX MAXIMUS i 

The high priest of ancient Rome, Ihe 
VmUifcx Maximus surrounded by his 
senate of seventy jiamines, became the 
Pope, with the same title of Foniifex 
Maximus (which he retains to this day) 
and his college of seventy cardinals. 
Just as the distinguishing sign of the 
pagan flomcn was a hat, so the distin¬ 
guishing sign of a Roman cardinal to 
this day is a bat. The tiara of the pagan 
high priest of Rome also bee am e the 
head-dress of the Pope. The JtfittGS of 
the Roman augurs became the crosier 
or pastoral staff of the Pope and bishop? 

’p. 2. This work was published In Eng 
lisli by The Macmillan Co. in New York in 
H»2S, and bears ihe tfthil obstat oE the Board 
of Censors of the Archdiocese ol New York 
and the Iinjiriinatur of Ihe late Cardinal 
Hayes. 



POPE PICS XTI, T l O\TIFEX MAXIMI S 1 
OP THE ROMAN OAT HO I AC CHURCH, 
WEARING HIS lift) EWE LED TIARA, 
OK TRIPLE CROWN, SYMBOLIZING 
HIS CLAIM TO RE 

“THE FATHER OF PRINCES AND 
KINGS, RULER OF THE WORLB A\l> 
VICAR OF JESUS CHRIST. 1 * 

Till* b* the official prOn min cement used 
at the coronation of every pope. 


of ihe church of Rome. When Ju.iuk 
Caesar became the high priest or Pm- 
tifex Maximus, he compelled Porupey to 
kiss his foot, a custom Followed also by 
his successors Caligula and Heliogabu- 
lus. The Popes also took over the cusr 
torn. 

The custom oC paying abject rever¬ 
ence tn the Pope and hierarchy of the 
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THli PORE'S TIARA 
—Malta of cloth of gold and comprise: 
3 crown a with 252 pcnrla, 220 dtnmontiH, 
32 ruble*, 10 emeralds and 11 snppfiircfl. 


Homan church has an even more ancient 
origin. It originated with the Egyp¬ 
tians who deified and worshipped mon¬ 
keys* It was an artful and refined 
stroke of policy on the part of the Egyp¬ 
tians to single out so ridiculous an 
animal as a monkey for reverence 
and deification, and it suited the policy 
of the priesthood of both the pagan reli¬ 
gion in Rome and its * Christian 1 suc¬ 
cessor to rationalize and apply like 
reverence and deification to the Roman 
Pout if ex. The Egyptians did so to show 
that even the most despicable person 
was entitled to reverence and worship, 
not because of any intrinsic worth in 
the person himself, but heeausc of the 
high office conferred upon him. Thus, 



A UltfiK PANCAKE HAT SYMBOLIZES 
THE POWER OF THE ROMAN CATHO¬ 
LIC HIERARCHY SURROUNDING THE 
POPE AS IT I>II) THE POWER OF THE 
‘EXAMINES’ ATTACHED TO THE 'POX- 
T1FEX MAXIMUS’ OF THE PAGAN 
RELIGION OF ROME* 


Roman Catholic apologists today, when 
faced with the objection that so many 
Popes were arch-criminals, murderers, 
adulterers, even unbelievers, answer by 
saying that it is the high office that 
elevates a man, and that the man him¬ 
self does not either enhance or degrade 
his office. The Knights of Columbus’ 
magazine Columbia (which claims to be 
“the largest Catholic magazine in the 
world”) } in its issue for August 11138, 
dramatically explains how the power of 
the Roman priest depends solely on the 
legal authorization of his office, and has 
nothing to do with the man himself, his 
morals or his beliefs, as follows: 

“A priest existence would he ju*U~ 
Ik'd IT In.- newer did ml} thing but fgltrp 
us the Infinite boon of the Mass, If 
he *wl<T It on an old ernto In a rum* 
shackle barn, In the mo»( barbarous 
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Ljitii*! h no music but the cftfk- 
I tnj; of Jims Mini tlio mooing of cuwk^ 
if Sip [musoil after the Kosjn.'1 to proarli 
tJio inire^t tmMcnlmli, mingled with 
constant u]>[ teats uml ilenmiKltf for 
tiu>ii(\Sp or the ilullf.ft cib^er rat I mi* on 
flic ivcntlier; if he were uitly, ignurmit. 
dfrty, tfittlefts, profane, gn*dy t riut- 
l-link crons, Intolerant, even iimimrjtl— 
if ail (hose conditions caJhIciI, mul tin- 
man whm properly jiuthoriznl to say 
Mass, nnd suhl It, lie would be cmiftr. 
ring on his parishioners n favor so grout 
lbaf they otight to be glad to crawl for 
miles on hnmb* and knees, if noressary, 
to rereive it," 

2 TilE MASH AM) Of IIEH 
RITUALS 

The victim of the Roman pagan ritual 
became the daily “Sacrifice of the 
Mass” in the Roman Catholic church. 
The circular consecrated wafer used by 
Roman priests to this day is identical 
with the round consecrated cakes used 
by the ancient Romans—and farther 
hack by all the Oriental religious- as 
a symbol of the Sun-God. When ex¬ 
posed in the 11 monstrance 1 f at Benedic¬ 
tion service in a Roman Catholic church, 
the rays of the sun may be seen sur¬ 
rounding the circular wafer. The can¬ 
dles kept constantly burning in Roman 
Catholic churches are similar to the 
fires constantly replenished in ihe sanc¬ 
tuary of Jupiter Ammon in the Capitol 
in Home and in the temple of Hercules 
nt Tyre. The “Holy Water" or aspers¬ 
ion and the incense used in ancient 
Roman temples were taken over com¬ 
pletely and have remained without 
alteration in the church of Rome. 

The long list of patron saints in the 
Roman Catholic church, with their al¬ 
leged power over every possible contin¬ 
gency in the life of man, are blit the Ro¬ 
man 7)hi, the minor tutelary gods in¬ 
vented by the ancient Romans to protect 
the various vocations o[ men. Their 
names alone were changed. Likewise 


the deification of a Roman hero became 
the canonization of a saint. The ancient 
monuments and statues of the Goddess 
of the Year nursing the good Day, and 
the pictures of Isis giving suck to the 
hoy Ilorns, were also reproduced by the 
church of Rome in the statues and pie- 
lures that abound in Roman Catholic 
churches of the Madonna and Child. 
In ihese it can be seen that the Virgin's 
head is circled by a crescent light and 
the child’s by luminous rays, the former 
symbolizing the new moon sacred to 
fsis, and the latter the situ of which 
Horns was the offspring. 

Clearest of all is the identification of 
the Goddess Venus with the Virgin 
Mary. The title of hoth. “Queen of 
Heaven," is the same. 

:J (TL7 OF THE DEAD AND 
OTHER CORRUPTIONS 

The Roman art of governing has 
always been dictatorial and kid par¬ 
ticular stress on plans for the subjection 
of the people, which is dearly evident 
to this day in the Roman Catholic 
church. Fear of death and the contem¬ 
plation of the gruesome con touts of the 
grave have thus always played an im¬ 
portant part in the ritual of both the 
ancient religion of Rome and tbe reli¬ 
gion of the Popes. Public and spectacu¬ 
lar interment of the dead was compelled 
by law in ancient Rome, and this has 
been carried on in the solemn and 
pompous funeral rites in the church of 
Rome to this day. Common to thr 
ancient Egyptians, Romans and the 
Catholic church today is the teaching 
that the deceased can not obtain eternal 
rest in the next world without the help 
of funeral rites and prayers. 

The Roman Catholic doctrine of Pur¬ 
gatory stems from the teaching of the 
philosophers of Alexandria that there 
is a flip in which the soul a of men after 
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death uuist be purified. This doctrine of 
Purgatory was added to the list of 
dogmas, binding under pain of eternal 
damnation, at the Fourth Council of the 
Tjateran in 1215. 

The mendicant monks nr ** begging 
friars 1 ' of the Roman Catholic church 
are the lineal descendants of the lazy 
pagan priests of heathen Rome against 
whom Cicero prutesled in his Htmk of 
Laws, lie described them as traveling 
from house to house with sacks on their 
hacks f and which they filler! with eata¬ 
bles given by their superstitious hosts. 

The church of Home also fixed the 
birthday of Jesus Christ to coincide 
with the birthday of the Sun-God 
Mithra on December 25. Likewise the 
observation of the Sabbath or seventh 
day of the week (Saturday) as com¬ 
manded by the fourth commandment of 
God. was changed by the church of 
Rome to Sunday, the first day of the 
week, which the ancient Romans named 
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after and dedicated to their great Sun- 
God Sol. 

Cardinal Newman recorded for pos¬ 
terity his insight into the way in which 
the true teaching of Christ was covered 
over with the paganism of old Rome by 
the Roman Catholic church. In one of 
his Tracts for the Times, written in 
1881, lie declared: 

"The spirit of old Home tin* risen 
in Its former place, and Ima evi- 
flrncul its identify liv It# works. It lm* 
possessed the Church I here planted, an 
no evil .spirit might seize the demoniac# 
of primitive times, and makes her speak 
words which are not her own, (n the 
corrupt papal system we hnfe the very 
cruelty, the craft and the ambition of 
the [Romanf Republic; it a cruelty In 
its unsparing finerilice of the happiness 
and virtue of Individuals to a phantom 
of public expediency, in Its forced cell* 
bfley within, and its* persecutions with- 
ouU i(a craft In its false hoods, its de¬ 
ceitful <k k cd. , i and lying wonders; and it# 
pretsplng ambition in the very structure 
of its polity, in its ion of uni- 



KT. l*RTl:irs AND THE POPE'S 
G ARDEN IN ROME, 


inside; the Vatican 
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i-rr^al dominion: old Homo Is still 
alive; nowhere have Us pAgios lighted, 
hut it still claim* the sovereignty under 
aimlJtPF pretence. The Roman church I 


will not bln me, but pity-—she iw h us I 
have said, spell-hound, ns If by un evil 
spirit; she in in thraldom. 1 ' 


How this Romanizing of Christianity was made the groundwork of the dictatorial 
power of the church of Rome in both religious and political affairs, as we see it 
today, will be explained in a second article in next month's issue.) 


CATHOLIC FASCISM ON OUR 
DOORSTIP 

HE MEXICAN GOVERNMENT 
has at last cracked down on the 
Sinarquists. On July 8, Attorney Gen¬ 
eral Aguilar y Kayo ordered the arrest 
and imprisonment of Sinarquist author 
Juan Ignacio Padilla for writing trea¬ 
sonable- articles in El Sinarquista t and 
imprisonment also of “such other per¬ 
sons responsible for crimes of social 
dissolution and attacks against the pub¬ 
lic peace.” Suppression of El Sinar* 
quista, official organ of the Sinarquists, 
was also ordered. In his statement of 
the Sinarquists, the attorney General 
declared: 

**During seven years Hlnarquiem has 

spread among the peasants the ideas, 
programs anil norms of conduct of the 
Spanish Government based un Fulaii- 
ttlsm, flisturning public order and clan¬ 
destinely urging the Mexican Army and 
people to revolt ngainst the Govern¬ 
ment/* 

Shortly before their suppression in 
Mexico, the Sinarquists stepped up 
their activities in Texas, and made no¬ 
table progress in such cities as Fabens, 
Clint, Fort Hancock, Itarderland, Islet- 
ta and San Jos£, according !o a report 
of the Overseas Nats Agency from 
Mexico City un May 18, quoting from 
their newspaper El Sinarquista, These 
activities in Texas, El Sinarquista 
boasted, are part of “a general offensive 
from Texas to Quintana Roo” in Mexi¬ 
co's far South. The Sinarquisl organ 


also reported “successes 0 in the Mexi¬ 
can border State of Nuevo Leon, espe¬ 
cially in Monterrey, Mexico's most no¬ 
torious open-shop town in which Nazi- 
inspired 'Gold Shirts' have been very 
active. 

On July 1, President Manuel Avila 
Camacho extended the ban on meetings 
of the Sinarquists to all of Mexico aud, 
as a result, the weekly magazine Ticmpo 
reported that the organization urged 
all its members to go underground. 

Mexican Sinarquism is admittedly 
Catholic and Fascist, aud constitutes a 
real threat to the peace of Mexico and 
the whole Western Hemisphere. The 
Commonweal , a weekly magazine edited 
in New York by Catholic laymen who 
sometimes dare lo express alarm at 
their church f s collaboration with Fas¬ 
cism, published a frank analysis of the 
Sinarquist movement on June 10. Their 
findings were a result of their own pri¬ 
vate investigation of conditions in 
Mexico, and they were forced to the 
cautious conclusion that Slnarquism 
“is an authoritarian and highly cen¬ 
tralized secret organization led by 
zealous and high-minded men . . . for 
which there is some reason for ike ap¬ 
plication of the Fascist laheL” The 
article warns that, “If Sinarquists suc¬ 
ceed in growing considerably more in 
numbers, there is real danger of a 
bloody civil war.” Estimates from re¬ 
liable sources, it says, “put the mem¬ 
bership now as high as 3,000,000 out 
nf Mexico’s 20,000,000 population.” 
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HOW THE PAPACY CAME TO POWER-11 

(This is the cmiUtyfctition of L. H. Lehmann ’a article under the same title 

last month’s issue,) 


RISK OF THE POWER OF THE PRIEST¬ 
HOOD 

TNSTEAD of filling the earth with 
1 light and joy, according to the ex¬ 
press declaration of Christ that the 
Kingdom of Heaven is at hand, the 
church of home soon after its union 
with the Roman State began to teach 
that the present life is to be given over 
to the preparation of the soul for death, 
under the exclusive direction of the 
Roman Catholic priesthood. The power 
of the world was thus placed in the 
hands of the hierarchy of the church 
of Rome, 


1045 


The power of the Roman priesthood 
therefore is rooted in the conviction 
the people that they cannot get td 
heaven without the ministrations o| 
t heir priests. 

It was the universal establishment o| 
this spiritual power in the hands q| 
bishops and priests that made th| 


Protestant Americans, in seeking to 
determine the secret of the power of 
the Roman Catholic church, focus all 
their attention on the political and 
social activities of its organization. Be¬ 
cause of their love of religious tolera¬ 
tion, they avoid investigation into its 
religious aspect and thus arrive at a 
very one-sided view of the whole Cath¬ 
olic question. They fail to realize that 
t lie religions teaching of the church of 
Rome is the pivot on which its whole 
organization revolves. Were it not for 
their submission to the spiritual power 
of their priests, Roman Catholic people 
would never become blindly obedient 
followers of their church's secular 
policies. It is easy to see that, even m 
a democratic country like the United 
States, if millions of people are made 
dependent upon men for forgiveness 
of their sins and for their hope of 
eternal happiness after death, those 
millions will tend to accept without 
question what their priests and bishops 
plan in political and social matters. 


Above picture, from the Catholic Brook* 
lyii ‘Tablet, 1 of November 8* 1043, falsely 
shows the priest as ‘Alter Christos/ ‘An¬ 
other Christ/ 

It further declared: 

“A priest is called by God and rightld 
so to act as a mediator between Goi 
and man, and to offer up a sacrifice 
propitiation for the sins or men.* 1 
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> l llU . c ii of Rome absolute dictator even 
' i|L politics soon after its union with the 
'ltoman State. The power of the Em- 
^ r or over the bodies of men and the 
; >nvV er of the Pope over their souls were 
,*>isecl into a dual sovereignty—with 
( j ie power of the Pope superior to that 
, lt the Emperor, since the things of the 
, H1 ! are believed to be far superior to 
i pose of the body* Thus the Pope was 
likened to the sun and the Emperor to 
i j,e moon, and, it was argued and ac¬ 
cepted, that “since the earth is seven 
Mines greater than the moon, and the 
sun eight times greater than the earth, 
sn the Pope’s authority is fifty-six times 
■jreater Ilian the power of the Emperor 
mid all State authority, 55 

This contest for power between the 
Pope and the Emperor came to a head 
in the year 730 over the worship of 
images. The Emperor forbade their 
worship as idolatrous, but the Pope 
opposed him and aroused Rome and 
Italy to a successful rebellion against 
him. As a result of the Pope’s victory 
die Romans saluted him as their lord 
and took an oath of allegiance to him 
as their supreme ruler. 

MO NATION OF CONSTANTINE* 

Soon afterwards, about the middle of 
l he eighth century 3 the document 
blown as “The Donation of C on stain 
i me the Great to the Roman Church” 
was forged. It alleged that the Em¬ 
peror Constantine conferred upon 
da inks Peter and Paul the imperial 
1 i g h ts, all o f Gfin t r a 1 It a 1 y {w h i ch 1 ater 
became the Papal States), the lands of 
• f ‘idea, Greece, Thrace, Asia and Africa 
’"Ml various islands in the Mediter¬ 
ranean to be disposed of by Pope Syl- 
V( ^ter and his successors forever.* 

, The alleged disposition of these lands hy 
'’onstantine is not without significance in 
Regard to Mussolini's disastrous attempt 
[f> r establish them as part o£ a revived 
poman Empire in alliance with the Pope 
m 1920, 


With the equally notorious “Decretals 
of Isidore 75 which purported to sub¬ 
stantiate the forgery, this document 
was used and believed for over a thou¬ 
sand years to sustain the absolute dic¬ 
tatorship of the Popes of Rome, in 
political as well as religious matters, 
over the nations of Europe. Because of 
the undeniable refutation of these 
claims by Protestant scholars, the best 
Roman Catholic historians were finally 
forced to admit that the “Donation of 
Constantine 75 was a forgery and the 
‘* Isidorean Decretals 15 utterly false. 
Yet, to this day, the whole foundation 
of the Roman papacy’s temporal do¬ 
minion rests upon these two admittedly 
false props. 

ORIGIN OF THE INQUISITION 

Like everything else in the Roman 
church, its fearful Inquisition laws 
were taken over from Hie pagan re¬ 
ligion of ancient Rome, where they ex¬ 
isted for the repression and punish¬ 
ment of dissidents from the national 
creed. They continued right clown to 
the last century even in our own West¬ 
ern Hemisphere, when the official In¬ 
quisition of the Roman church in Mex¬ 
ico was abolished in 1816. It was en¬ 
forced in Spain even after that date. 
But the Inquisition arose again in our 
time in Rome and throughout Europe 
under the form of the Fascist Ovra and 
the Nazi Gestapo, which functioned as 
repressive instruments against all dis¬ 
sidents who dared express opposition 
to the united authority of State anti 
Church, Himmler, speaking for Hitler 
in his latest pirn-tarnation last Novem¬ 
ber 13, fulminated his desperate threats 
against all free, democratic “parties, 
petty parties, groups, estates, vocations, 
organizations, classes and finally those 






PRISONERS OF THE INQUISITION IN THE CHURCH OF SAINT FRANCIS AT GOA 

DURING AN AUTO-DA-FE 

(From Dellotfs ‘Relation tie VInquisition de Qoa / 1688) 


religious confessions most likely to de¬ 
rive benefit from our internal disunity 
. . The Pope signed a solemn con¬ 
cordat with the Nazi regime less than 
six months after it came to power. 

As early as 529, the Justinian Code 
made it a crime to believe or speak in 
any way against the teaching of the 
church of Rome, and all who did so 
were condemned as heretics. Both Em¬ 


perors Theodosius anti Justinian ap¬ 
pointed officials called c 'Inquisitors” 
whose special duty it was to ferret out 
and prosecute sueli offenders. So much 
did the religion of the church of Rome 
become a part of the law of the Empire, 
that the bishop or his representative sat 
side by side with the civil judge on the 
bench in court. There was no crime in 
the eivil court calendar that did not 
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PROCESSION FROM THE INQUISITION TO AN AUTO-DA-FE IN GOA 

( From. Delian’s 'Relation tie VInquisition de Goa. T 1688) 


include a breach also of tlie laws of the 
church, In the later Middle Ages, the 
civil power yielded complete juris¬ 
diction in Inquisitorial eases to the 
bishops, the victims to he handed over 
to the * secular arm r for execution or 
other punishment. 

In this way the policy of the church 
°f Home became in every way similar 
to that of the Roman State—the sub¬ 
ject ion of the whole world to its spirit¬ 


ual and temporal dominion, Faith and 
holiness were made secondary to its 
quest for authority and power. Its 
primary aim was no longer to save 
souls, but to gather the whole human 
race under the sceptre of Home. Blind¬ 
ed by lust for absolute world-dominion, 
the Roman church (like its imitators 
and co-partners, the Axis dictators in 
our day) was forced to use the cruel 
weapon of the Inquisition in its at- 

















10 


The Converted Catholic Magazine 


January, 1945 


tempt to attain it. It waft a machine 
for inquiring into a man's thoughts 
and beliefs, and for burning him if 
they were not in accord with the ex¬ 
terna] beliefs and rites of the church, 
rt arrested on suspicion, tortured the 
victim till he confessed, and then pun¬ 
ished with fire. Even as late as the 
sixteenth century, when the Church of 
Borne was faced with the rising tide of 
protest from within its own member¬ 
ship, it did not change its way. Given 
a chance to reform, it chose to continue, 
as it does to this day, in pursuing its 
aim for world dominion, H. G. Wells, 
in his latest book, Gnkr An sat a (p. 50), 
lias the following to say on this point: 

“By the dawn of the sixteenth century, 
the Church, blindly jiikI nastily, had 
come to the parting of the ways. The 
force of protest, that Is to say of Prot¬ 
est ant ism, was gathering against it, 
and the alternatives, whether it would 
modernize or whether it would dogma¬ 
tize and light, were before it- It chose 
to fight and tyrannize/’ 

But like the modern Axis dictators, 
the church of Rome will find from now 
on that ruthless persecution of dissent 
from its reactionary creed is not an ef¬ 
fective weapon to subdue the enlight¬ 
ened will of the masses. 

BETRAYAL OF THE CHRISTIAN IDEA 

The thrust of the church of Rome for 
world-power, as could be expected, de¬ 
stroyed the bond that joined all true 
Christian believers together in the 
Christian Church, and all of them to¬ 
gether, in turn, with Christ as its head. 
That real bond of unity was a living 
faith in the heart of every believer. In 
the days of the Apostles, the invisible 
and spiritual church was identical with 
the visible and outward community. But 
after the union of the church of Rome 
with the Roman State, the outward shell 
of an external, authoritarian organiza¬ 
tion was substituted for the internal 


and spiritual unity which alone malted 
for religion proceeding from God. Faithl 
in the heart no longer knit together thej 
members of the church of Rome and its 
dependent churches throughout Christ-] 
endom. Fanciful ties were instituted- 
bishops, archbishops, popes, mitres,! 
elaborate rites and ceremonies, andj 
intricacies of canon law. These built up] 
a huge, spectacular organization ofi 
laws, dogmas and external pomp, ee 
men ted together by cruel repression,! 
fear and superstition. On one side there! 
arose a priestly caste that usurped the! 
name of Christian church and claimed:! 
peculiar privileges in the sight of the! 
Lord. On the other side were the timid] 
and fearful masses of the people re- 1 
duced to a blind and passive submission, 
gagged, silenced and delivered over to 
a proud caste of all-powerful priests. 
Jems Christ had come on earth to free' 
all men and make them sons of God ; 
the Roman ch arch in time made them 
slaves of men , 

WHAT OF SALVATION? 

Again we must return to the religious 
aspect of the church of Rome. Not only 
is its power based upon its peculiar, 
teaching about salvation of men's souls, 
but, as to be expected, its lust for that 
power destroyed the true saving prin¬ 
ciple of salvation in Christian teaching. 
That great principle is that grace -— 
eternal pardon—is a free gift of God. 
u By grace are ye saved through faith,” 
St, Paul tells us (Eph. 2:8) . . . “it is 
the gift of God. * * The church of Rome, 
in order to sustain its human organiza¬ 
tion. soon invented its very profitable 
dogmatic teaching that the sinner can 
only be saved by works, by outward 
conformance to its network of man¬ 
made laws, legal observances and 
penances. 

According to true Christian teaching, 
on the other hand, the disciple is saved 
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bv apprentling Christ through faith, by 
means of which Christ becomes all 
tilings to the disciple. He receives from 
Christ a new life, a life of divine power 
that regenerates him and sets him free 
from the power of self, sin and of 
human tyranny. The Roman church 
lias taken the power of salvation out of 
the hands of God and placed it in the 
Hands of its priests who barter it for 
works of penances, indulgences, and 
money payments. It boldly asserts that 
llie Roman Catholic priest is the med¬ 
iator between the sinner and God, and 
claims that this priest has the power to 
forgive sins and to offer sacrifice for the 
sins of men. 


The result of all this is an amazing 
mixture in priests and people of the 
Roman church of ambition and devot¬ 
edness, of superstition and piety, of 
cunning and zeal; a mixture of a 
theoretical belief in absolute ethical 
values on the one hand, and at the same 
time provision for their destruction on 
the other. It thus becomes a mere count¬ 
erfeit, of the good. Those who hold that 
it is Satan's work have much to sub¬ 
stantiate their charge. For it is difficult 
to see how the human mind alone could 
have conceived what the Roman church 
essentially and actually is — a clever 
contrivance to sustain in unrigh teom- 
ness the semblance of truth. 


SALVATION FROM PURGA¬ 
TORY FOR $401 

ELL-DESERVED publicity has 
been given the outrageous letter 
of Archbishop A. Sirmott of Winnipeg, 
under elate of March 1, 1944, # in which 
he urged all Catholic mothers with sons 
in the army to “guarantee' 3 their sons' 
salvation by the payment to him (in 
monthly installments) of $40. He said : 

“What better guarantee for any buy 
exposed to all the hazards of war! A 
guarantee, should he he killed, that he 
will go at once to his Maker, to be 
with Him for all eternity. A guaran¬ 
tee, should it be God’s will, that lie 
will return to his dear mother and to 
those who love him.” 

This payment presumably would 
guarantee a mother that her son's sou! 
would escape Purgatory, although not 
even a Roman Catholic archbishop is 
entitled, in Catholic teaching, to guar¬ 
antee this. But how such an offer would 
be gladly accepted and the compara* 

1 Copies may be bad from The Gospel 
Witness, 130 Gerrard St, E., Toronto X 
Canada. 


lively small sum of $40 willingly paid 
by credulous Catholic mothers, can be 
seen from the following graphic de¬ 
scription of what the sufferings of 
Purgatory are pictured to be by two 
Jesuit priests. Fathers Mumford and 
Thimelby, in a book entitled “Two 
Ancient Treatises on Purgatory n (pub¬ 
lished by the English firm of Burns 
and Oates, London, 1883) : 

“Good God! How the Great Saints and 
Doctors astonish mo, when tiivy treat 
of this fire, and of the pain of sense, 
as they call it . , . Out of which asser¬ 
tion it clearly follows, that the furious 
fits of the stone, fever, or raging gout, 
the tormenting colic, with all the hor¬ 
rible convulsions of the worst diseases, 
nay, though you join racks, gridirons, 
boiling oils, w r ild beasts, and a hundred 
horses drawing several ways and tear¬ 
ing one limb from another, with all the 
other hellish devices of the most bar¬ 
barous and cruel tyrants, all this does 
not reach to the least part of the mild¬ 
est pains in purgatory,” 

Who would not pay $40.00 to get out 
of 3 place like this? Yet, Catholics are 
condemned to hell if they refuse to be¬ 
lieve in the existence of Purgatory, 












